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My Tribute                         Terrell Walker, Soloist 
How can I say thanks for the things You have done for me? 
Things so undeserved, Yet You gave to prove Your love for me; 
The voices of a million angels;  Could not express my gratitude. 
All that I am and ever hope to be, I owe it all to Thee. 
 
To God be the glory, To God be the glory, 
To God be the glory, For the things He has done. 
 
With His blood He has saved me, With His power He has raised me; 
To God be the glory, For the things He has done. 
 
Just let me live my life, Let it pleasing, Lord to Thee, 
And if I gain any praise, Let it go to Calvary. 
        
Greetings  
New Season Christian Center:  Pastor & First Lady Leonard 
River In The Desert Community Church & Ministerial Alliance:  Pastor & First Lady May  
 
Welcome & Call To Worship                                                      Deacon Alan Growden & Diaconate Team 

Scripture:  Psalm 126 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it was said among the nations, 
“The Lord has done great things for them. ”The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. 
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the Negeb.  May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 

 
Invocation Prayer  
Father, all-powerful and ever-living God, we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. When he humbled himself to come among us as a man, he fulfilled the plan you formed long ago and opened for 
us the way to salvation. Now we watch for the day, hoping that the salvation promised us will be ours when Christ our 
Lord will come again in his glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels in heaven we proclaim your glory and join in their 
unending hymn of praise:  
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
 
Lighting of the Third Candle                            Reverend Gwuana Thomas & Reverend Desiree Thomas 
—Angels We Have Heard on High                                  Robert Heartwell 
 
—Reading For Candle Lighting {HOPE, PEACE, & JOY}                 Reverend Gwuana Thomas 
Today, we relight the candles of hope and peace. We now light the candle for the third Sunday of Advent: JOY. As we 
light the candle of joy, we acknowledge the joy that our faith in Christ has brought us.  
 

From the Prophet Jeremiah:  
“I will turn their mourning into gladness. I will give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow.” –Jeremiah 31:13 
 

From the Prophet Isaiah: 
“For you shall go out with joy, and be led out with peace; The mountains and the hills shall break forth into singing be-
fore you, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.” -Isaiah 55:12 
 

God gives us a joy that is unconquerable. We can choose to live in an attitude of resentment, anger and fear or we can 
choose to pursue the joy of Christ, for JOY is among the most unmistakable marks of a faithful heart. Jesus Christ is the 
true answer for hope, peace, and joy in this season and for eternity. 
 

We light the candles of HOPE & PEACE 
 

(Silent reflection) 
 

We now light the candle of JOY. 
During a time where depression is at an all-time high and people seem to be in the most despair, this candle offers a 
bright light during a dark time. 
 

(Silent reflection) 
 

Father, flood our hearts with joy this advent season as we reflect on the good news of Jesus’ birth. Amen. 
 
—Joy to the World                                        Terrell Walker 
 



Special Tribute to First Lady, Reverend Mildred Parker . . . “For Such A Time As This” 
—Reverend Desiree Thomas   
—Reverend Patricia  
—Mrs. Lelia Marshall  
 

Greeting:  Greater Friendship Baptist Church-Pastor & First Lady Bunton 

  

Song of Preparation                                                                                                 “Bless The Lord” 

I will bless the lord, Oh my soul and All that is within me 
Bless his Holy name,  I will bless the lord 
Oh my soul and, All that is within me 
Bless his Holy name 
 

He has done great things, He has done great things, He has done great things 
Bless his Holy name 
He has done great things, He has done great things, He has done great things 
Bless his Holy name 
 

Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah 
 

Lord your worthy of the glory and the honor Hallelu; Lord your worthy of the glory and the honor Hallelu 
 

Can't stop praising; Can't stop dancing 
Been to good Lord Hallelu 
Can't stop praising; Can't stop praising 
Can't stop dancing; Can't stop dancing; Can't stop dancing 
Been to good Lord Hallelu   
  

Sermon                                Reverend Joe Blackburn, Pastor, Mount Pleasant Baptist Church
             Fairbanks, AK  

         “A Pastor Gifted for Such A Time As This” 
 
Invitation to Discipleship                                                                                Reverend Gwuana Thomas 

Worshiping in Giving & Invitation to Appreciation Reception 

 
Closing Worship:  “For Such A Time As This”                               Reverend Edwenia Brown 
 

Video Greeting:  Reverend Rick Benjamin, Director of Spirituality & Organizational Wellness,  
                               Hope Community Resources 
Video Presentation  “Jesus  Is The Light That Shineth In Me” 
Prayer of Blessing         Pastor Emeritus, Reverend Dr. Alonzo B. Patterson 
 

Pastor Undra Parker and First Lady Mildred Parker 

 




